Trip Home from Calcutta 1945

Pvt. John C. Skrentny

Company C 721st Railway Operations Battalion

Date Change from 10th to 18th then finally to leave Oct. 12th

 October 10th:  Take Shots

 October 11th:  Duffel bags packed.

 October 12th:  Reveille at 1a.m.


              Breakfast at 3 a.m.

                        Left PBT camp at 4:15 a.m. for train.



    Left PBT at 5:07 a.m. Arrived at Calcutta at 4 p.m. Unloaded bags at Calcutta depot, also loaded truck, went to Camp Hialeah.

October 13th:  No formations at all.  Plenty of beer to drink as it wasn’t rationed until 12 p.m.  Heavy rains and the barracks leaked.  One bed wet.

October 14th:  Went to church, also saw a show at night.  Brought Italian cigarette lighter.

October 15th:  Rained most of the day.

October 16th:  Helped Sam Parson paste a short snorter  together.  Also started one of my own.  Turned in our Indian money for American money.

October 17th:  Got our American money in the afternoon.  Rumors are very bad as they finally reached 60 points.  Morale of men very bad clear into the night.  And no beer to drink!
October 18th:  8:15 a.m.  Lt. Bourne told the company the sad news.  As it stood only men with 60 points and over  age 35 and that much was definite.  With a maybe that the company might go October 18th.  My name was called to be ready to load on the boat.  Am very happy.  

Boat’s Name:  U.S.S.  General Patrick

October 19th:  Formation at 8 a.m. Lined us up in Platoons.  9:45 a.m. we went to chow and had our last meal at Camp Hialeah.  Very poor.  Loaded on trucks and waited.  Went to the dock at 12 noon.  Unloaded and waited in the rain.  Finally got on a tug at 2 p.m. then waited until 3 p.m. to load on the boat.  Have a nice top bunk close to Hatch #5.  Am pretty well settled.  I can sit up fine on my bunk.  More than lots of fellows can do.  Went to chow when 5 D’s were called for chow and boy was it good.  Best I’ve tasted since I left the states.  One meat ball, mashed potatoes, string beans, applesauce and peaches.  Darn good coffee and excellent bread.  It still is raining.

October 20th:  Got up at 5 a.m. and was wondering what time it was, went up on deck and found it was 5:30 a.m.  and still raining.  Breakfast was fine:  fresh scrambled eggs, butter, bread and coffee. Also an apple.  It was just a green apple, but the first green fresh apple since I got off the Mariposa.  I ate all but the stem.  

  This morning I noticed all officers below a major eating in enlisted men’s mess.  And is it tough for them. As the KPs tell them only one slice of bread per man.  The rest of us think it will do them good.  Met a couple fellows from Gerald Kirchoff’s outfit.  Also learned Gerald is driving a truck.  Dinner very good:  boiled ham, pumpkin pie.  Pulling up anchor.  Left 1:35 p.m. only to return.  Low tide.  Won’t leave until tomorrow.  Supper:  Creamed chicken and cake.

October 21st:  Got up at 6 a.m. and we hadn’t moved any at all during the night.  Breakfast:  Hash and one boiled egg, coffee cake and coffee.  We had mass on deck and the wind almost stopped it.  But the servers helped hold things down.  At 10 a.m. we started to move and we were all happy cause we were on our way.  Dinner we had steak, mashed potatoes and apple pie. What a meal!  At 1:30 p.m. I was in 1a hatch. At 2 p.m. and felt the boat hit ground.  Then they dropped anchor.  Supper we had slices of salmon and liver sausage, potato salad and cocoa.  Commencing to stretch my stomach.  After supper we were still stopped.  The rumor is we start again when the tide comes in high enough.  Seen a lot of nurses and Red Cross gals on the boat.  Not too good looking.

October 22nd:  Didn’t sleep much last night as our compartment was very  stuffy and so far we haven’t been able to take a shower. So the boys really stink.  Started to move again at 10 p.m. October 21st and this morning we were in the Bay of Bengal. The boat swayed a little and some of us were plenty sick.  But so far I feel fine. Breakfast:  fried pork sausage, not good food to get sea sick on.  So I left it alone and ate bread and prunes.  

Oct. 21st.  We had latrine detail.

Dinner we had pork chops, potatoes and gravy and cake and ice tea. Afternoon we got Red Cross Ditty Bags.  Supper we had meatloaf, potatoes and gravy, string beans and cookies also our good bread.  Tonight they have a movie going on the officers’ deck, but too crowded for me to go. Will try to take a salt water shower now.  Will mention if I succeed or not.    Salt water shower was good.  But used Navy soap to help remove dirt.

October 23rd.  Still sailing at a steady pace.  Water very calm.  Almost like glass.  Chow 8 a.m.:  Scrambled eggs and bacon, prunes, butter and coffee.  10:30 a.m. we had abandon ship drill.  First they drove us all down in our compartment and then out on port after.  Dinner:  Baked ham, very good also chocolate cake.  After dinner we had to each carry a box from No. 2 Hatch to the kitchen.  One GI – asked our Camp Commander why the officers couldn’t carry a box.  Only to get an answer back…”Did you every see an officer carry a box?”  Supper we had stew and macaroni, the poorest meal so far. After supper we went up to the officers’ deck and saw a movie, “Song of Bernadette”.  A wonderful picture.   Went to bed at 11 p.m.  No. 5 compartment very hot and stuffy…didn’t sleep too good.  Up at 5 a.m. the next morning.

October 24th:  Waited for water to be turned on ¾ of an hour.  I seen land at 6:30 a.m..  They say it’s Ceylon.  Seen 6  boats before dinner.  Dinner:  roast pork, asparagus, pudding.  Navy had fire drills…sprayed us with water and we almost got wet.  We are going rather slowly now.  Land still in sight.  Supper we had fried liver, mashed potatoes, coffee and cake. We are now very close to a harbor and we are going very slowly.  They say it’s Colombo, Ceylon.  Anchored at 7:45 p.m.  We will take on oil and water.  Navy going ashore for liberty.  Natives here are Indians only they talk differently than in Calcutta.  We are tied up near a large British transport.  This harbor is filled with boats.  I never did see so many in one place before.

October 25th:  Got up early to shave.  Up at 5:25 a.m.  The Indians are now pumping oil in our boat. I traded one silver ruppee for 3 one cent coins and one 2 cent coin.  Also I got one  25 cent bill.  These Indians want plenty for what they want to trade.  Dinner:  Pork chops, potatoes and gravy.  Pork Chop was raw.   Sailors had shore leave until 4:30 p.m.  Had a hard time to convince Indians to take T-shirt for 3 coins.  I finally gave it to him and walked away with coin. 5 p.m. water and oil all filled up.  Supper:  spaghetti and meat sauce…very good.  6:30 p.m. lifting anchor.  7:15 p.m. starting to move out of harbor. About 2 miles out of harbor we side swiped a small boat which caused a lot of excitement on the boat.  As to whose fault it was ?…no damage done.  Continued on our way.  Washed fatigue pants on deck with salt water and soap.

October 26th:  Up at 5:30 a.m. and a very nice cool morning.   In fact just right.  Breakfast:  2 boiled eggs, corn beef hash, bread, butter, cinnamon roll and coffee.  Water calm and very nice sailing weather.  Haven’t worn anything, but undershirt and pants and shoes so far.  Dinner:  fried fish and salad dressing, mashed potatoes, bread and cookies.  After dinner ….. played cards all afternoon.  We have been sitting on the deck and my hind end is pretty colored.  But it still hurts me to sit on the steel deck very long.  We are not allowed to take anything up on the deck to sit on.  Navy Regulation.  Supper:  good old American wieners and sauerkraut, potatoes, mustard, bread and cake also ice tea. We sure get lots of tea to drink. Set time back on half hour at 6 p.m.

October 27th.  Got up at 6:00 a.m.  Indian Ocean very calm, a few very small swells and almost like glass.  Breakfast Saturday:  Traditional navy beans and cornbread and coffee. Beans very good also coffee.  Detail in Port aft troop latrine. Dinner:  boiled ham, boiled potatoes, bread and coffee. Darn good meal.  But the last of the troops didn’t get any ham.  After dinner I sweat out a coke line… 5 cents a paper cup.  Supper not too hot.  Boiled rice and kidney beans, chili and crackers.  Also cake and coffee.  I ate it, but didn’t care much for it.  About 4 p.m. a dark cloud came up as though it would be a storm.  Water got a little rough, but not bad.  At 6:30 p.m. tonight we set the time back one hour again.  Seen the snow white cliffs of Dover.  
October 28th:  Got up 6:10 a.m.  The ocean was the roughest it has been  so far on this trip. After I washed and shaved …came up on deck and it was raining quite hard for 15 minutes.  We have to find shelter under life boats on bridge.  Officers have big canvas over them and also plenty of room to sit on benches while we have to sit on the deck. Breakfast:  Scrambled eggs, potatoes, prunes, bread and coffee.  Went to mass at 8:30 a.m. on port side forward end. Sun beating down very hot.  Some boys got bad blisters the day before.  Dinner:  fried chicken, potatoes, peas, and  apple pie. Ocean is still fairly rough. Noone sick.  Supper:  cold cuts of sausage and cheese, pickles, beans, fruit Jell-O and cookies.  After supper we set the time back ½ hour at 6:30 p.m.  Had another salt water shower.  Quite hot in our compartment tonight.

October 29th:  Got up at 6:10 a.m.  Ocean was quite a bit calmer than it was the day before.  Breakfast:  one slice of French toast and Spam, coffee, also one green apple.  We had latrine today. At 10 a.m. we saw the island of Socotra.  Just outline of it on the horizon.  Dinner:  roast pork, potatoes, cake bread, water.  After dinner the captain complained that officers were treated as enlisted men like me.  So we would have more military courtesy. We sure booed.  I saw a small whale come up a couple times.  4:30 p.m. we went to mass up on the officers’ deck and one of the officers gawked and smoked a cigar and blew smoke over our gathering.  Darn poor courtesy, eh.  What!  Supper was poor:  rice, corn beef hash, cake and coffee.  We changed time at 18:30 to 18:00.

October 30th:  Got up at 4:45 a.m.  Terribly hot in compartment.  Couldn’t sleep anymore.  The days are hotter now.  Don’t seem to be much breeze.  Course a little SW. we are in the Gulf of Eden.  Breakfast:  creamed ham on bread, prunes and coffee.  Saw a tanker go by on starboard side.  Dinner:  Steak, potatoes, string beans pumpkin pie. After dinner we could sit on the deck and it was darn hot.  And the sun burns very quickly. We got a little breeze which we sure appreciated.  Boxing matches on port side forward. We saw three islands just after supper time.  Supper:  wieners, sauerkraut, mustard, potatoes, break and cake. After supper we sure enjoyed the nice cool air.  Change time at 6:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m..  Will go into the 
Red Sea tonight sometime.

October 31st:  Got up at 6:05 a.m.  We got in the Red Sea sometime in the night.  Our course has changed to NW by N.  Sea very rough.  Ship rolling quite a bit.  Breakfast:  2 boiled eggs, canned pears, bread and coffee. Saw quite a few islands.  Dinner:  mutton, potatoes, and beans. After muster we had a GI state show.  It was darn good.  Made up by GIs and sailors on the boat.  They deserve a lot of credit for their efforts.  It is very hot now and the deck is darn hot to sit on.  They are getting darn tanned. We saw about 5 ships today.  Also a few seagulls.  Supper:  meatloaf, bread and coffee.  Not a good meal.  Took salt water shower and boy does it stink in the hole.

Nov. 1st:  Got up at 4:30 a.m. and it was very hot in our compartment.  I was wringing wet with sweat. Got up on deck and it was hot outside too.

Breakfast:  creamed ham on toast and coffee.  Went to mass on port bow at 8:30 a.m.  After breakfast:  washed out fatigue pants and shorts. Did a pose job.  Saw 3 ships … one was about 200 yards away…a freighter.  Dinner was corn beef and cabbage, and  carrots .  Meat very good.  Also ice cream in paper cup for dessert.  After dinner I wrote a letter to my honey.  As I have to mail it before 10 a.m.  Hope to mail it at Suez. Saw a school of  porpoise jumping in the water.  Must have been 50 or more. Supper:  Creamed turkey on toast.  Had N.S.O.  Stage show on No. 2 Hatch and mooring on Supper structure deck.

Nov. 2nd. Got up at 6:10 a.m. very hot in compartment.  Breakfast: Scrambled eggs, potatoes, and coffee. Went to mass in officers’ wardroom.  First time I’ve sat on a chair since I left Camp Hialeah and gosh was it soft.  Detail in Latrine.  At 10:30 a.m. Chaplain told us off starboard side was Mt. Sinai.  Moses was supposed to have gotten 10 commandments on this mountain.  Took picture of it.  Strong NW blowing .  The shore looked hazy as though a sandstorm was howling.  Oil field on port side. Red Sea about 40 miles wide here.  Dinner:  salmon, potatoes, asparagus, mince pie and tea. Shore line in sight the rest of the afternoon.   Supper:  meatballs, spaghetti, cake and coffee. At 6:30 p.m. we signaled to canal.  7:30 we anchored to wait for pilot.  At 10 p.m. we started through canal.  It has no locks at all and is possibly 300 or 400 feet wide.

November 3rd.  Got up at 4:15 a.m.  It was still dark.  Went back to bed.  Up at 6:10 a.m.  We were moving very slow and it was very cold.  65  F in our compartment. Boys digging out more clothes to put on.  Took pictures of sunrise and canal before breakfast.  Breakfast:  beans, Vienna sausage, bread, peaches, cinnamon cream roll, and coffee.  After breakfast at 8:30 we anchored in Port Said.  It is in the canal. Nice looking buildings.  Lots of ships.  Took more pictures of sights. About 25 row boats around ship selling souvenirs.  Natives talk pretty fair English.  Lots of the boys really got beat. I bought a cigarette case and billfold for one dollar.  Items for sale: ladies’ handbags, dresser scarves sets, beads, dates, oranges, suitcases, and traveling bags  We took on water and oil. Dinner very good.  Boiled ham, also potatoes, sweet pickles, carrots, bread, and hot tea.  Sailors squirted salt water on souvenir peddlers because they were holding the boys up.  Pieces came down quite a bit.  At 2:00 p.m. we pulled anchor and started out of Port Said.  I noticed that one ship was cut in half.  Also saw another ship that we could just see the masts out of water. Been sunk by the war.  Also seen a British ship come into Port Said going the opposite way we were going loaded with troops.

After dinner as we sailed into the Mediterranean Sea it got very cold. On  eastside of canal it is very barren.  Couldn’t even see a speck of grass.  West side of canal has trees and villages also highway and railroad track.  Supper:  liver, mashed potatoes, string beans, sauce and cookies.  Very few boys on deck tonight.  Got Philippine Invasion money:  10 centinoes and 1 peso.  Time set back 1 hour.

Nov. 4th:  Got up at 6:20 a.m.  Breakfast:  Potatoes, eggs, coffee and bread. Went to mass at 8:30 a.m.  Church very crowded.  Quite cold outside because our blood is thin.  At 10 a.m. the engines shut off and we coasted for 1000 GIs that were supposed to have lost their lives on a British boat that was torpedoed by Germans.  At Noon we had a big meal:  beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, bread, good apple pie and ice cream.  Boy was I filled up.  After dinner we tried to find a nice warm place to sun ourselves.  Seen a couple of boats.  Ocean quite calm and we are traveling pretty fast.  Put more time in the hatch than any day so far.  Very few boys are wearing shorts now. Supper:  sausage and cheese on toast.  Changed time ½ hour at 18:30 to 18:00.  

Nov. 5th:  Got up at 6:15 a.m.  It seemed quite cold and all are complaining about it. Breakfast:  pork sausage, potatoes, bread and coffee.  I saw 2 ships …one quite close.  Ocean very calm almost like flat.  The smoothest I’ve ever seen a large body of water.  Dinner was relished by all.  Cool weather made us hungry.  Roast pork, potatoes, coffee and cake.  Most of us tried to stay on portside as the sun helped to make it comfortable.  The deck now is cold to sit on.  We saw the Island of Sicily about 4:30 p.m.  As we went into the chow line the chaplain said it was about 20 miles away.  Supper:  hot dogs, tomato soup, bread pudding and coffee.  After supper the chaplain said off port bow was the island of Malta the most bombed place in the world. Changed time from 18:30 to 1800.

Nov. 6th:  Got up at 5:15 a.m.  Weather fairly cool.  At 6:15 a.m. could see a light along the shore.  Then saw two submarines and behind them an American freighter.  Then the chaplain said Bezertie was in the bay.  Couldn’t see it as fog and smoke cover it.  Then we had breakfast which was meat and gravy on toast plus coffee.  We are still in sight of Bezertie.  After breakfast about 10 miles off shore.  Took one snap shop. Saw 9 boats in a  row…small ones.  Saw 2 islands off star board side…Galita Islands. Dinner:  pork chops, potatoes, bread and lemonade.  Saw some more ships.  Hardly an hour goes by when we don’t see at least one ship.  Muster today was reading part of G.I. Bill of Rights.  Supper:  meatballs and spaghetti, bread, cookies and coffee.  We changed time ½ hour tonight at 18:30

Nov. 7th:  Got up at 6:10 a.m. and it was still very cool.  Traveling SW by West.  Day light we could still see the coast of Africa.  Quite rugged country.  Breakfast:  sliced bacon and eggs, bread and butter and coffee.  Saw 3 boats before dinner. Dinner:  roast beef, potatoes, gravy, corn, tea, and cake.  At 1 p.m. everyone chased out of compartment to move boxes of ship’s store.  Canned goods sugar, salt, and flour.  While officers had lots of fun shooting at boxes of cans thrown overboard.  Didn’t care enough so had to line up again.  At 1600 we could see land on our starboard side at 5 p.m.  The chaplain spoke over the loud speaker and said it was the Sierra Nevada range of mountains in sight the highest range in Spain.  Supper:  hash, meat balls, beans, cake, and coffee.  Time change ½ hour to 1800. 5 ½  now the total time set back to night as of Nov. 7th. 

Nov. 8th:  Got up at 6:15.  Could notice the ship a roll a little now.  We are now in the Atlantic Ocean as we passed the Rock of Gibraltar about midnight.  I didn’t get up to see it. Some of the boys said it was all lit up.  Breakfast:  boiled eggs, corn beef hash, bread and coffee.  After breakfast we had a rainstorm.  The ocean is now quite rough.  The ship is pitching a lot.  Dinner we had steak and potatoes, gravy, pumpkin pie and coffee.  Quite a few of the boys are seasick.  I carried a 50 lb. sack of flour from the #2 hatch to the kitchen. It seemed very heavy as the boat came up to meet my feet.  Supper:  beef stew, rice, beets, bread, butter and coffee.  The ship is rocking worse now.  Some lost their supper when they got on deck.   Changed time ½ hour at 18:30 to 18:00.

Nov. 9th Got up at 6:00.  Ship still rocking plenty.  Lots of boys got sick during the night as some of them vomited on the ship stairway.  It got a lot rougher after I went to bed. So far I haven’t gotten sick.  Breakfast:  Vienna sausage, potatoes, bread and coffee.  Lots of boys didn’t even go down for breakfast … too seasick.  Washed out fatigues, jacket and handkerchiefs.  Not many playing cards today.  Boys haven’t any pep at all.  Dinner:  cold salmon, potatoes, tomatoes, bread, cake and coffee.  I sure am hungry. Today at muster we were told we could have a dry run Tuesday on getting off the boat.  721st would disembark at port aft.  Supper we had meatloaf, potatoes, peas, bread, cookies and hot tea.  Change time 1 hour from 18:30 to 17:30.

Nov. 10th:  Got up at 6:15 a.m.  Ocean very rough at times.  Front end is out of water and then propeller is out of water.  The ship shudders a lot. Breakfast:  beans, cornbread, and coffee.  A very small meal.  Some of the boys are getting used to the rough sea and are not so sick while some are worse than ever.  Dinner:  boiled beef, potatoes, pickles, cake, bread and coffee.   At muster the captain told us we would dock at New York on the 15th a day earlier than expected. So Monday would be the day for the dry run to debarking and we would also have a louse inspection.  No doubt it will be a glorified physical.  The usual inspection.  Supper:  chili, beans, spaghetti, bread and coffee.  Heard Army/Notre Dame football game.  Change time ½ hour at 18:30 to 18:00.  Still very rough, no movie or mass said on that account today.

Nov.  11th:  Got up at 4:45 a.m.  Ocean somewhat calmer than yesterday. But the captain of the boat slowed up the speed of the ship today.  Breakfast:  scrambled eggs, dehydrated potatoes, prunes, bread, and coffee.  Went to mass at 8:30 a.m.  Church very crowded.  We are riding side ways of the waves and one time while church was going on the ship tipped quite toward starboard side. Dinner we had creamed chicken on toast, potatoes, asparagus, cake, bread and coffee.  Quite a few boys on deck today.  Pretty nice in the sun.  Took dose of salts.  Hoping it will move me.  Supper cold cuts of sausage, potatoes, salad, bread, chocolate, pudding and coffee.  I heard we made 362 miles from yesterday to noon today.  Changed time ½ hour at 1830 to 1800.  

Nov. 12th.  Got up at 6:10 a.m.  Ship still rocking from side to side a lot.  Deck wet.  North wind blowing quite hard.  No one on starboard side. Ship being caused to list a little.  Breakfast:  meat and gravy on toast, one cinnamon roll, coffee and one apple.  We had to stay outside because they wanted to have inspection.  Weather very miserable.  Raining quite hard also cold.  Boys hated to stand in chow line on starboard side.  Dinner:  veal chops, gravy, string beans, and coffee.  Very few on deck and it is getting colder.  Still north wind. At muster compartment commander said we had made 425 miles up to noon for today for 24 hours.  Supper beef stew and boiled rice, pickled beets, coffee and bread.  Time was changed one hour at 1830 to 1730.  Took cold water shower, but didn’t stay in it long.  

Nov. 13th:  Got up at 6:10 a.m.  Weather fairly warm according to previous days.  I stayed outside all day.  Breakfast:  pork sausage and potatoes and gravy, bread and coffee.  Sun came out about 9 a.m.  Very nice in the sun!  Dinner:  roast pork, potatoes, spinach, bread, and coffee.  After 2 p.m. we had a dry run as to how we are to debark.  All the boys got a big kick out of it.  We are the only outfit on port aft.  Captain Ernst told us we had 992 miles to go as of noon of today.  Supper we had wieners, sauerkraut, potatoes, bread, and coffee.  After supper it warmed up a lot and it started to drizzle and later it poured down.  Changed time ½ hour at 1830 to 1800.

Nov. 14th:  Got up at 6:05 a.m.  The wind was blowing from the southwest quite hard, but ocean was fairly decent.  Breakfast:  Vienna sausage, bread, coffee, and 2 apples.  Wind blowing quite a gale now. A large ship passed us.  Some said it was the Queen Mary, but it wasn’t.  Dinner I had pork chop, potatoes, gravy, corn, peach pie, bread and coffee.  At 10 a.m. we all were ordered down in the hole for physical and louse inspection.   Inspecting officer wasn’t much over 22 years old and it was just as well we didn’t have inspection at all.  At 2 p.m. we had to pack boxes again.  Supper:  meatloaf, potatoes, beans, pudding, bread and coffee.  We heard we were 550 miles from New York at noon today.  At 7:30 p.m. we stopped and everyone rumored their ideas for the stop. Some said an operation, one said a ship off starboard in distress and still no one knows the reason.  Changed time ½ hour at 1830 to 1800.

Nov. 15. Was awakened at 3 a.m. by a terrific roll of the ship and lots of the boys seemed scared then dressed and stayed up.  Finally got up at 5:45 a.m.  Ocean very rough.  Wind changed to NW and my what waves.  It’s really amazing how big those waves are.  This is the second storm we have run into on the Atlantic.  This storm is more terrible than we GIs realized. At 8:30 a.m. we were ordered to stay in our compartments until further orders.  As waves might sweep us off the deck. Also too many GIs wanted to stay on port side out of the wind.  We had quite a time eating this morning.  One time the coffee pitchers slipped off tables and spilt into our trays. It sure is hell on the guys that are sea sick.  Foghorn blows every five or ten minutes.  10 a.m. down in our compartment we can hear mess kits, jack knives and what not sliding on the floor as it rocks from side to side.  Lots of the boys think it is funny and laugh and holler. Just now an apple came by me on the floor just like it was shot out of a gun.  Also no compartment inspection this morning. Dinner:  fried veal, bread, potatoes and no drink at all.  The sea is too rough.  We can hardly hold trays on the table.  We stayed in the hole all day.  About 4:30 p.m. it started to get a little smoother.  But still we aren’t allowed out on deck.  Supper was cold cuts of meat.  No drink at all.  We were told breakfast would be at 5:00 a.m. and then they would start to unload troops at 8:30 a.m. at Pier 88 where Normandie turned over. Time change ½ hour at 1830 to 1800.  Am all set to jump into my glad rags in the morning.

Nov. 16th:  Woke up at 2:45 a.m. as some of the guys said it was time to get up.  We are still sailing slowly into the bay.  At 7:10 a.m. we were met by a welcoming boat with a band playing and girls singing. It’s really quite cold.  Overcoats feel good.  All over we see signs, “Welcome Home” and “Well Done”.  At 8:10 a.m. we docked at pier 88.  At 8:30 a.m. the hospital patients started to unload.  We got off at about 12:15 p.m.  Had 2 pints of milk to drink and doughnuts given to us by the Red Cross women.  Marched on ferry and went to a Penn. railroad to a train to go to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey.  Unloaded and a big baboo  gave us a talk.  Also got tickets at 4:40 p.m. for steak dinner….about $2.00 per plate.  Had clothes checked at 8:00 p.m. and ready for bed in a good bed.  German prisoners do KP here.  We saw the Statue of Liberty and also the Battleship Missouri...what a boat!  Also saw a fleet top ship.  Gee the U.S.A. looks good.  The rumor is now that we will fly to Fort Lewis.  Must wait and see.  May get out of here tomorrow. We heard a rumor that our boat had lost radio contact with the states in the storm at sea.  I sure am glad that the trip is over with.

Nov. 17th.  Got up at 6:30.  Breakfast of scrambled ham and eggs.  Chow lines are longer here than at Haraham.  Rumors fly thick and fast. Showdown inspection was just ask everyone if they had any live ammunition.  Dinner:  hamburger, potatoes, bread, pineapple turnovers and coffee.  Caught a hell of a cold as I washed my head last night.  At 1:30 p.m. I expressed a package home them at 1:15 we assembled at building 727 to breakaway from 721st.  We loaded our bags and were assigned to area 9.  Then a captain told us what would happen here. Our stay would be 1-3 days.  Supper was the same as dinner.  Could go and ask for a pass to New York if I had the money tomorrow, but won’t.  

Nov. 18th.  Got up at 6:30 a.m.  Had breakfast of scrambled eggs and toast, cereal, and one delicious apple.  At 11 a.m. we had our bags weighed.  Mine weighed 37 lbs.  After I turned in shoes, mess kit and wet belt plus canteen.  Dinner was very good.  But I’ve got a hell of a cold.  Chicken and  fried potatoes.  For supper we had Chicken fricassee, cake and coffee.

Nov. 19th.  Got up at 6:05 a.m.  Breakfast:  French toast, cereal, and coffee.  We heard some of our 721st boys left for Camp Beale.  Put in for a pass, but don’t feel too good.  Have the chills.  At 10 a.m. the first flight was picked out of our barracks.  And another about 11 a.m.  Dinner Swiss steak, salad, peas, pie, and coffee.  After dinner I had a fever of almost 102 F, but don’t like to go to dispensary.  I’m afraid they will put me in the hospital.  Took a couple aspirins and it went down to 100 F.  After dinner another flight was called. We should get it tomorrow.  Supper:  Beef stew, pea soup, cake, and coffee.  Raining very hard now.

Nov. 20th (nothing)

Nov. 21st: Weather still cold and I hate to get outside.  At 8:30 we walked to PX 14.  Came back and looked at flight board and found out we were on flight 192 and to leave on Nov. 23rd.  Are we happy!  After supper we went to service club and were surprised to see so many girls dressed in evening gowns.  Gee their skin looks white.  It sure is a big change from the black Indian girls.  We just stood and stared at them while GIs from Europe danced and had fun.  It is quite a shock to the nervous system.  Thanksgiving Dinner was turkey, dressing, potatoes, pie, ice cream and coffee.  What a meal!  We went to ready room at 7 p.m. to leave at 1 a.m. on Nov. 23rd.   

Nov. 23rd:  Arrived at airport at 10:20 a.m.

Left Newark at 12:50 a.m.

Arrived Buffalo at 2:50 a.m.

Arrived Milwaukee at 6:00 a.m.

Changed time 1 hour.

Arrived Minneapolis at 8:45 a.m.

Called Art and Florence.

Arrived Fargo at 10:45 a.m.

Arrived Billings, Montana at 2:30 p.m.

Changed time 1 hour.

Arrived Spokane at 4:45 p.m. 

Changed time 1 hour.  

Left Spokane at 4:15 p.m.

Arrived Seattle at 5:40 a.m.

